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The Foundation for Mechanical Insulation Education, Training,  
and Industry Advancement (Foundation) has been active in the last 
few months spreading the word about the benefits of mechanical 
insulation. 

Panel Presentation at the 2024 NIA Annual Convention
On Thursday, April 18, the Foundation had the opportunity to  
present a panel discussion to NIA members and Convention  
attendees on the importance of the Foundation and its work on 
behalf of the mechanical insulation industry. 

Panelists included:
•	 R. Dean Burows, DKB, Inc.
•	 David J. Cox, Owens Corning
•	 John Lamberton, Irex Contracting Group
•	 Moderator: Michele M. Jones, Foundation Program Manager

The session began with a video that showcased the impressive 
history of the Foundation, which was established in 1989, focus-
ing on its achievements and contributions in the form of training 
programs, resources, and outreach. Fast forward to 2024, and the 
global focus on carbon emissions, energy efficiency, and sustain-
ability are top of mind for every industry. Competition for recogni-
tion of efforts and contributions to these initiatives is fierce. The 
mechanical insulation industry is no different in its commitment to 
a more energy-efficient world, and the Foundation’s capabilities in 
this space are unquestionable. The panel’s session proved to be an 
excellent platform to engage with industry professionals to expand 
on the work of the Foundation in the carbon emissions reduction 
space, clarify its mission, outline the programs it manages and finan-
cially supports, describe the impact of its work in the industry, and 
explain why funding is so important. 

From the Foundation 
Board of Directors 
Update on the Foundation for  
Mechanical Insulation Education,  
Training, and Industry Advancement

The panelists spoke in detail about:
•	 Current and ongoing initiatives;
•	 Studies and articles promoting carbon emissions reduction, 

energy efficiency, and sustainability;
•	 Financial support of content development for NIA’s  

Education Center;
•	 Support for the standards development initiative between  

NIA and the Association for Materials Protection and  
Performance (AMPP);

•	 Marketing and awareness efforts, and the ongoing work  
educating and communicating the value of insulation  
to end-user audiences and industry organizations; and

•	 Ways to support the Foundation, envisioning what could  
be accomplished with additional funding.

To learn more, access the presentation slides at https://tinyurl.
com/5n82cd22. 

Introducing the 2024–2025 Foundation Board of Directors 
The Foundation Board of Directors met on Wednesday, April 17, 
and worked through a full agenda, including the election of its new 
Board members.
President: R. Dean Burows, DKB, Inc.
Treasurer: Matt Hymer, Midwest Materials Co.
Secretary: Marc Napolitano, Insulation Materials Corporation
At-Large Board Members:

•	 Daniel Aiken, ROCKWOOL Technical Insulation
•	 Jack Bittner, Johns Manville (NIA President)
•	 Wally Blewitt, Knauf Insulation, Inc.
•	 Rob English, Owens Corning
•	 Jordan Farrell, Irex Contracting Group
•	 Jon Perry, Specialty Products & Insulation
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The Board of Directors would like to thank the following  
outgoing Board members for their service and enormous  
contributions to the success of the Foundation:

•	 David J. Cox, Owens Corning (Past President)
•	 John Lamberton, Irex Contracting Group  

(Past Secretary and Treasurer)
•	 Laura Dover, Dover Insulation, Inc.  

(Past At-Large Board Member)

New Foundation Contributor
The Foundation Board of Directors wishes to thank Greg Cundiff, 
Kirby-Cundiff Insulation, for being its newest contributor. 

If your company would like to be a Foundation contributor, 
please visit www.insulation.org/foundation/contribute. If you do not 
see your company’s name in the full list of companies supporting 
the Foundation (see below), please contact foundation@insulation.
org for more information.

New Way to Give:  Legacy Circle Endowment Fund 

In addition to the current annual business funding contribution  
levels—Platinum ($30,000), Gold Elite ($15,000), Gold ($5,000), 
Silver ($3,000), and Bronze ($1,000)—the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors created the Legacy Circle Endowment Fund as a way 
for those in the industry to leave a personal legacy donation. The 
Legacy Circle Endowment Fund allows donors to specify funding for 
individual programs or as a contribution to the general fund. Donors 
will be part of a unique group who want to give back to the industry 
and provide a permanent way to honor their individual industry 
contributions and service.  

All contributions, including Legacy Circle donations, are fully  
tax-deductible donations. (Minimum contribution is $2,000.)

The Foundation would like to thank the  
following donors for their generous support:

•	 David and Susan Andrews (NIA Past President)
•	 Dave and Trudy Cox (NIA Past President)
•	 Glenn and Judy Frye (NIA Past President)
•	 Joseph P. and Dorothy Leo (NIA Past President)
•	 Owens Corning Foundation
•	 The Raymond M. Burows Education Fund (DKB, Inc.) 
•	 Charles (Chuck) and Debbie Schattgen (NIA Past President)

To learn more about this contribution opportunity, please visit 
www.insulation.org/foundation/contribute/endowment. 
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National Insulation Standards Updates
Work continues on the first standards drafts, including Flashing–
Sealant, Sealing of Protective Covering Joints, and Sealing of Insula-
tion Joints. Initial development of additional standards is underway.  

Once the NIA draft process is complete, the drafts will go 
through the AMPP review process. An open comment period will be 
announced for each standard.

To Learn More
To learn more about the Foundation and the programs it supports, 
and for 2024 donations, please contact Kristin V. DiDomenico at 
foundation@insulation.org. The Foundation is an independent 
501(c)(3) and is managed by the professional staff of the NIA.

By Brad Smalling

“Technology is a useful servant but a dangerous master.”  More  
than 100 years ago, the duality of innovation was apparent to  
Norwegian Nobel Prize recipient Christian Lous Lange. In our  
modern era, the delicate assimilation of machines and software  
into work processes amplifies his point. Whether in our daily lives  
or continuous improvement initiatives within our respective  
organizations, we all have experienced the benefits of properly  
leveraged technology inextricably coupled with new challenges  
it creates. Nonetheless, Bill Gates states that “Investing in  
tomorrow’s technology today is more critical than ever.” The  
search for productivity gains, increased accuracy, or improved safety 
metrics ensures technology will play a pivotal role in construction 
for the coming decades. What does that mean for the mechanical 
insulation industry? What benefits can be reaped, and what  
challenges should be considered? Adopting new technologies 
requires continuous evaluation, thus I chose this topic for the  

Adopting New 
Technologies

YPAC Mentorship Program. Fortunately, I was paired with IMC’s  
Marc Napolitano to guide the discussion. Marc shared his vantage 
point of how technology has impacted the industry over the last  
2 decades, the positives and pitfalls of technology integration today, 
as well as where there is need to leverage innovation in the future.

As a New Jersey–based fabricator and distributor established 
in 1971, IMC has witnessed the adoption of new technologies that 
impacted the industry and the business itself. Joining the company 
more than 16 years ago, Marc has held roles throughout the  
organization, allowing him to experience technological advances 
firsthand. He walked me through examples of material and  
product advancements with IMC’s manufacturing partners.  
Along with those innovations came developments in fabrication  
processes and tooling. We discussed the importance of adopting 
new technology to grow business opportunities in a dynamic  
industry. One key takeaway was the importance of having  

Insights from NIA’s Young Professional Advisory Committee (YPAC) Mentor Program  
 

NIA’s YPAC continues its unique mentoring program, pairing NIA Board of Directors member Marc Napolitano of 
Insulation Materials Corporation (IMC) with Brad Smalling of Victaulic. The two had virtual one-on-one sessions and then 

shared highlights of their conversations with the YPAC audience during YPAC’s Winter Virtual Meeting in February.


