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DISCLAIMER – U.S. TRUCKING MARKETPLACE 

The following presentation report is a compilation of economic and freight transportation indicators. Our intent is to offer 
an easy reference tool for the purpose of collaborative conversation on trends in the economy and freight transportation.  
The report will review figures in the following categories: 

- Distribution of For-Hire Carriers in the U.S. 
- Distribution of For-Hire Tractors in the U.S. 
- Market Indicators – Trucking Activity 
- Transportation Supply & Demand Drivers 

 
The information positions set forth in this report are gathered from independent third parties and are, to C.H. Robinson’s 
knowledge, based on accurate transportation industry and economic market indicator information. Readers of this report 
should understand that many factors can and may quickly and significantly influence and change such transportation 
industry and/or economic market indicator information. These factors cannot be accurately identified and/or forecasted 
within this report. Report readers should consider other sources of information when making decisions regarding the 
economic and freight transportation indicators. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF FOR-HIRE CARRIERS IN THE U.S.1  
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MARKET INDICATORS 

A leading indicator, seemingly 
replacement level.     

Very strong Q4 and Q1 

2+% avg Y/Y increase 
0-5% 70% of the time 
Next update May 2018 

 2 yrs underinvestment turning corner 
 Strong forecast for investment 
 Shared labor pool pressure 
 Projected labor cost increases 
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CARRIER MARKET UTILIZATION 

Today’s low elasticity is a 
disruption consideration 

~20% truck capacity lost during               
recession1 

 
~ 15% fewer trucks today than in 2007 
2010 rise came against great elasticity1 
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND DRIVERS 
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MORGAN STANLEY – TRUCKLOAD FREIGHT INDEX 



© 2017 C.H. Robinson W
orldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

FORECASTING THE TRUCK MARKET 

New Normal 
High utilization 
 Controlled asset investment 
 Focus on yield  
Market visibility 

 
Disruptive elements 
 Carrier Technology: yield management software and dimensionalizers 
 ELD Mandate 
Growth economy and competition for labor 
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